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duty because it is through their children that they can
pay back their debt to their own parents. Thus the
desire to have children is backed up by a two-fold
motive: it ensures, in the first place, the continuity
of the line of descent; and, in the second place, it is a
concrete expression of filial piety by the future father
towards his ancestors.
These beliefs, while undoubtedly connected with
religious and ethical ideas, have also practical value.
In later sections I shall show how the child helps the
development of intimate relations between husband
and wife, who are little acquainted with one another
before marriage. The child stabilizes the relations in
the domestic circle. The economic value of the child
is also important. A child starts contributing very
early to the family welfare, often before he is ten years
of age, in such tasks as collecting grass to feed sheep.
A girl is specially useful in the daily house work and
in the silk industry* Moreover, when a boy grows up
and gets married, his parents are relieved by the young
couple of the full burden of work on the land and in the
house. When the parents are old and unable to work,
they are supported by their sons. This is illustrated
by the following fact: there are 145 widows in this
village who are unable to live on their own resources,
but this does not constitute a serious social problem
because most of them are supported by their adult
children. Children in this sense are insurance for old
age.
Social continuity in kinship is complicated by the
unilateral emphasis of affiliation. Membership and
property of a person is not transmitted equally to the
son and daughter. Emphasis is on the male side.
During childhood both male and female children are

